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Someone Knew Whqt They Were Doing
By: Tommy l. Tomphins County Auditor Bexqr County

to the lqte nineteenth century the prevoiling legql opinion of the dqy thqt
courts hqd no power to review the politiccl qcts, mode the determinqtions

the Commirsioners Court obsolute qnd finol o<cept in cqses where the result wos
outside of the juridiction of the Commissionen Court, or o clecrly copricious oct,

therefore voi4 Hour€ver, on cmendment to the Constitution of nZO granted
rvirory powe$ to the District Court to review octs of the Commissionen Court.
County Auditor wos introduced into the District Court supervisory role in 1905.

by stotute rother thon Constitutionol Amendment the County Auditor
fourteen yeors ofter the grsnt of supervisory iurhdiction to the District Courts,

thus oppeon to be o legislqtive qct by those responsible for creoting the office of
Auditor intended os on odjunct to the District Couts exercise of supervisory

over the Commissioners Court.
Initiolly, the County fudge qnd the District fudges houing jurisdiction in the county

the Auditor jointly. The legislqture subsequently omended the stotute
provide for the oppointment of the county quditor by only the District Judges.

powen cnd rerponsibilities of the County Auditor reqch into every corner of the courthouse, including
officers, and virtuolly euery other officer, including the Commissionen Court. The County Auditor hor

oveniglrt for sllthe county
ond officen, ond moy prescribe the qccounting procedures for oll county officen including the District

ond Di*rict Attomey. The County Auditor moy disopprove
pcyment of clqims ogqinst the county, qnd the County Commissioners Court moy
poy o cloim without Auditor opprouol. The Audltor must Counter+ign qll checks,

thon chechs to jurors.
the County ludge orthe Commissionen CourL the County Auditor moy request cn ottorney generol's

ond utilize thot opinion to encouroge other county officiols to comply with the determinqtions of the
Generol.

criticql oreq, which sets the Auditor cport from the elected officiols, is County Commistioners Court hqs
outhority over the budget of the County Auditor. In o 1979
core the court held that only if the County Audito/s budget request wos found to be clecrly

could the Commissioners Court deny the requerL qgoin subject to review by the District ludges.
cqse treqtr the County Auditor in qn entirely different mqnner thon ony other county officer mqhing o

request. In regqrd to oll other county officen, the budget outhority of the Commissionelr Court is
obsent on obuse of discetion by the Commissioner: court in denying o requested budget.

view of these powers ond responsibilities, ond mort notobly the oversiglrt outhority
the County Auditor, it is not surprising thot numerous situotions of ill willtoword

County Auditor hqve surfoced over the yeon ond will lihely continue into the future.
is olso not surprising thot quite often the Auditor finds thqt they ore not the most populor official in the

A quote by o District Judge from s newspqp€r orticle summorizes this point well. " Being q
Auditor is o thqnhless positioo becquse the very noture of the job mohes it, in some woys, ontogonistic

whqt deportment heods wcnt to do". Another quote from the sqme newspcrper orticle by o twelve yecr
Commissioner stqteg, " When there is no controveny, it meons everything is being rubber stomped. But

there is (controversy), it meqns depoilment heods don't ogree with the Auditor ond qll thqt ...becouse
is doing o good job. And she is not rubber stomping euerything thct they request."

oddition to the numerous responsibilities sighted obovg the Locql Gouemment Code dictqtes,'the County
shqll see to the strict enforcement of the lqw goveming county finonces". Auditors find themselves in a

unpopulor situqtion when they ore forced to "step up" dnd mohe the difficult coll thct o giuen qction is
in complionce with the lqw. With these responsibilities qnd ovenigl* outhority vested in the ouditor mixed
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the highly chorged politicol environment of Counties it ir not wonder thot the job of q To<os County
moy be one of the most difficult positions in the *ote.

5o, how does q Texos County Auditor function in on effective monner in this environment? Becouse "Someone

Knew Whqt They Were Doing"
the stqtutes hod not been odopted to ollow for the level of independence the Auditor hos todoy, the Auditor

not be qble to cony out these duties ond responsibilities in o proper mqnner. The underlying concept
in the minds of those who fromed the originql legislotion, which creqted the Audltor's office, uros thqt

County Audltor is not oppointed by or responsible to ony elected officer or elected body chorged with
ond policy determinqtion for the County. In*eo4 the selection of the Auditor is vested upon the

Judges (s) whose dhtrict(s) include the county. District ludges cre not primorily chosen with q view to
interest io their hnourledge of or their policies toword locol govemment. There cqn be no doubt thot the

of cresting determining qnd controlling the solory of the County Auditor is o creqture of the Texos
who in tum delegoted those power to the judicicry.

Texos Associotion of County Auditon encourqger qll Stqte Representotives, Senqtors, qnd County officiols
tohe the time to understond the difficult but crtticol role

ouditon ploy in this stqte. Although no one enioyr oversight ond on occosion questioning of their
in todqy's environment the county quditor mcy be the best friend ond sofety net the county

Texqs Associqtion of the County Auditon believes thot the tco<poyen of every county in this stqte derele
o quolified ond independent County Auditor. We liue in o society thqt h becoming more dependent on

by the dcry ond tco<poyen who o<pect fiscql qccountobility from their stqte ond locql government.
exos counties

ill offord to unnecessorily expose their officiqls qnd these tco<poyen to inodequote fiscol occountobility.
qrethose who will orgue thst other county officiqls mc[, c$rume the duties of the County Auditor in o
with no Auditor, howeuer, the ststutes estobli*ing the County Auditor set forth specific quclificctions

this office ond there is no other office in the county which possess the level of independence to properly
qnd enforce the duties ond responsibilities of o Texqs County Auditor.

SOMEONE KNEW WHAT THEV WERE DOING!!!
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